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p VOL. V MAY 1954 NO. I 
MEETING OF THE FOURTH NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Honorable Daniel C. Roper, Secretary of Commerce, has 
f set eside the week of May 2lst, for the conduct of the sessicns 
of ths Fourth National Conference on Street and Highway Safety, 
f and the meetings of releéted committees. All of the meetings 
during the week will be helc in the building of the Chamber of 
Commerce of the United Stetes, 1615 H Street, N. W., Washington, 
For several months verious committees have been at work 
reviewing the codes, ordinances and standards adopted in 1930 by 
| the Third Conference, in view of past experience and the new 
methods and practices which have since developed. Based upon 


pose. for consideration. 


: All members of the Institute of Traffic Engineers are 
® bei. zg invited to attend the Conference and copies of the tenté- 
™ tive program have been distrituted. In addition, at the request 
® of 'cesicent Marsh, copies of committee reports end the proposed 
™ new codes, ordinances and stendards have been mailed to all In- 
me stitute members. As supplies of these reports are limited, memters 
ae are requested to bring their copies to the Conference esetinnt. 
® It is the sincere hope of the officers of the Institute that 4s 
® many members as possible will be present. 


UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES 


The entire day of Monday, May 21st, will be devoted to 
f the proposed Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices which has 
been prepared by a Joint Committee on Signs, Markings, Signals 
Band Islends. This Committee composed of representatives of the 
National Conference and the National Associetion of Highway 
Officiels, was appointed to bring into uniformity the existing 
standards of these two bodies and to meke recommendations for 
m™ necessary revisions end additions in order that the new manuel 
me might represent current practices. 


4 
| 
a these studies 4 number of revisions and additions are being pro- 
\q 
: 


bad 


The Monday sessions will be in the form of an open 
meeting of the Joint Committee to which interested parties sre 
invited. The Conference discussion of this Manual will be held 
on Thursday and final action will be taken on Fricay afternoon. 
The tentetive draft of the Manual was discussed at the lest annual 
meeting of the Institute. Since then additional consideration 

has been given end changes made. It is suggested that Institute 
members give & cereful study to those perts of the Manual in which 
they «re particulerly interested. To conserve time it is also 
asked that Institute Members make written notetions concerning 
paregraphs to which exceptions to principle are teken. You are 
requested to indicate the part number, page number and sections 
number in which these exceptions occur and forward them in advence 
to Mr. E. W. James, Chairmen of the Joint Committee on Signs, c/o 
Winder Building, Washington, D. C. Mr. James will recapitulete 
the written comments and prepere them in the form of an agenda 

for discussion at the committee meeting. 


COMMITTEE ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC. LAhS AND ORDINANCES 


The entire day of Tuesdsy, May 22nd, will be given over 
to an open meeting of this Committee, at which an opportunity will 
be efforded to discuss recommended changes in the revised dreft of 
the model vehicle code «nd the model municipal traffic ordinance 
Specisl consideretion wil] be given to that portion of Act V which 
refers to Gross Weights of Vehicles end Loads, which has not been 
acted upon by the Committee. This meeting will continue through 
the afternoon end evening if necessary. Conference discussions of 
these acts will take place on Wednesday and Thursday. 


MODFL VEHICLE CODE 


Following the opening of the Conference on Wednesday 
the 23rd, by an address by the Secretary of Commerce, and the 
organization of the Conference, the remeinder of the day will be 
given to a Conference discussion of the Model Vehicle Code. In 


be 


considering necessary revisions in the Uniform Vehicle Code 
adopted in 1930, the Committee on Uniform Traffic Laws and Ordin- | a 
ances has redesignated the Code as & "Model Vehicle Code" instead | = 
of "Uniform Vehicle Code". This change was made es it was Te 
recognized that the substance rather than the exect text was im- qT 
portent. The new code consists of 5 acts which have been prepared Nie 
so as to reclassify some of the formed material and add additional ¢ 
proposals. The five acts ere es follows: * 
h: 


I - Administration, Registreticn and Certificate 
of Title Act 
II - Operators' and Chauffeurs' License Act 
III - Civil Liebility Act 
IV - Sefety Responsibility Act 
Uniform Act Regulating Traffic on Highways 
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MODEL MUNICIPAL TRAFFIC ORDINANCE 


re 
on The proposed revision of this Ordinance will be presented 
iain for Conference discussion on Thursdey, the 24th, and for final 
: enactment on Friday afternoon the 25th. In the proposed revision 
ste a clear distinction is made between - 
tute 
— 1 - Local treffic regulations not suitable 
for state legislation, and 
2 2 - Basic rules of the road which should be 
a covered by uniform state law provisions. 
“rr % THE FUTURE OF UNIFORM LEGISLATION 
ag Fricay morning, Mey 25th, has been set aside for a 
program designated to emphasize the need of wide spread coopere- 
tion and interest in the development of uniform legislation. Hon. 
Joseph B. Ely, Governor of Massachusetts, is to speak on the 
Responsibility of the States and Hon. Bernerd F. Dickman, Mayor of 
_— St. Louis is to speak on the Responsibility of the Municipalities. 
gone The Responsibility of Industry and the Public for Street and High- 
Safety will be discussed by other speakers. 
erin FINAL SESSIONS OF THE CONFERENCE 
which 
, = Final sessicns of the Conference which will be helc 
Friday afternoon presenting an opportunity for officiel action 
—* on the proposed recommendations, the presentation of statements by 
participating organizations and the edopticn of resolutions. The 
Conference will be closed by the Secretery of Commerce. 
ey Ii!FORMAL INSTITUTE MEETING 
. - As meny members of the Institute undoubtedly will be in 


4% Washington during the Fourth National Conference arrangements ere 
‘ being made for an informal Institute meeting. These srrangements 
i. in the hands of a Special Committee under the Chairmshship of 
| William G. Eliot, 3rd, Associate Highway Economist of the United 
Stetes Bureau of Rosds, c/o Winder Building, Weshington, D. C. 
a Tentative arrengements have been made tc meet at a dinner on 
epared Thursdsy, May 24th, perhaps at the Cosmos Club. Provision will be 
atenst made to enable members to attend eny evening sessions of the Con- 
ference which might be called for the same day. No formal program 
is being prepered, but each member is being requested to bring with 
him survey anélyses, drefts, or other material illustrating some- 
thing new which he is doing. 


stead | 


Pleeése advise Mr. Eliot if you plen to attend. 
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INSTITUTE POLICIES 


Each Institute member is requested to examine the 
summerized report of Dr. Miller McClintock's Committee on Policy 
to be found on pages 111-112 inclusive of the recently issued 
Annual Proceedings, and to write Dr. McClintock, giving his view- 
points on the metters of policy therein presented. Dr. McClintock 


will aléo appreciate comments on additional Institute policy matte 


which members mey cére to present. Please address Dr. McClintock, 
Auditor, Traffic Audit Bureau, Inc,, 1 Park Avenue, New York City. 


TRAFFIC SURVEY MANUAL 


Steps ere being teken for placing in the hands of each 
member of the Institute a complete copy of the Traffic Survey Manu- 
&l, Gevelcped during the past few months for C. h. A. Traffic Sur- 
veys under the directicn of Mr. Sidney J. Williams. 


While many members of the Institute have their own ideus 
concerning certain types of surveys, it is believed that this manu- 
al will be 4 useful reference document. Its use will make for more 
accuréte comparisons between treffic facts from different cities. 


WISCELLANEOUS REPORTS 


Numerous members of the Institute are issuing mimeo- 
graphed reports, analyses, and the like, or could put certein of 
their work into such shape. One of the greatest velves of the In- 
stitute will come from e more active interchanging of such materi- 
als. If any member has such material but cennot finance its 
reproduction end mailing, it is reauested that he send it to Mr. 
Maxwell S. Halsey, Chairman of the Publicstions Committee, c/o 
National Bureéu of Casuslty and Surety Underwriters, 1 Park Avenue, 
New York City. 


While the Institute cannot assure the sender that it will 
publish such materiel, new or different techniques or approaches to 
problems will generally be reported, at least in summarized form. 


Won't you please cooperate on this metter? 

FACTS AND FIGURES OF THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 

The Neaticnal Automobile Chamber of Commerce has offered 
to send copies of the 1934 edition of "Facts end Figures of the 
Automobile Industry" to all members of the Institute upon request. 
The booklet will be ready for distribution ebout June 15th. 


Requests for copies should be addressed to National 
Automobile Chamber of Commerce, 566 Madison Avenue, New York City. 
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